Good Morning CUK !



> News Headings
Education

Science & Technology

Nutrition and Health
Business, Finance & Marketing

Economic News

Event and Celebration
Art & Architecture
Sports & Cultural

Editorial News







KCET 2024 dates revised, to be held on April 18,19

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Kar-
nataka Common Entrance
Test (KCET) 2024 dates have
been revised and now sched-
uledtobe heldon April18 and
19, asagainst the earlier dates
of April 20 and 21.

In an official communica-
tion, the Karnataka Exam-
inations Authority (KEA) has
stated that considering the
interest of students, as the ear-
lier KCET dateswere clashing
with the NDA exams, the same
have been revised. The com-
pulsory Kannada test will be

held on April 20. However, the
registration will begin from
Wednesday and will go on till
February 10. As explained by
the KEA, thisyeartherewill be
no physical verification and it
will be application-cum-veri-
fication module.

The student entries per-
taining to school study, Kan-
nada medium, caste, income,
etc., will be verified through
SATS/Revenue department
web services. The authorities
have advised candidatesto fill
all details carefullyand upload

necessary documents.

This year, the candidates
are informed to register for
Medical, dental, Ayurveda
and other courses too and
after UG-NEET results, al-
ready registered candidates
with the KEA will be provided
interface toenter their NEET
score and roll number.

The KEA has also devel-
oped mobile app for students,
which contains application
link, latest schedule and link
tothe candidate portal. Candi-
dates can download app.
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Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

With the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
successfully placing the
Aditya-L1 spacecraft in a
halo orbit around the La-
grangian point (L1) on Ja-
nuary 6, the focus is now
on the operation of the
scientific instruments and

data collection.
According to the ISRO, a

satellite placed in the halo
orbit around the L1 point
has the major advantage of
continuously viewing the
sun without any
occultation/eclipses.

Greater advantage

This will provide a greater
advantage of observing the
solar activities and its ef-
fect on space weather in
real time. The spacecraft
carries seven payloads to

It will take another 3 months
for all its scientific payloads to
become fully operational.

observe the photosphere,
chromosphere and the
outermost layers of the sun
(the corona) using electro-
magnetic and particle and
magnetic field detectors.
The payloads have been
switched on and some of
them have already collect-
ed data. The Supra Ther-
mal and Energetic Particle
Spectrometer instrument,

With Aditya-L1 spacecraft
> placed in halo orbit, focus
is on collecting solar data

|

a part of the ASPEX pay-
load, had begun the collec-
tion of scientific data in
September 2023.

The HEL10S has record-
ed the impulsive phase of
solar. flares; Aditya Solar
wind Particle Experiment
(ASPEX) payload has also
commenced its opera-
tions; the Solar Ultraviolet
Imaging Telescope (SUIT)
instrument has successful-
ly captured the first full-
disc images of the sun in
the 200- to 400-nm wave-
length range.

The Visible Emission
Line Coronagraph (VELC
was also switched on dur-
ing the cruise phase.
VELC,developed by the In-
dian Institute of Astrophys-
ics (IIA), Bengaluru, will be
able to observe the corona
continuously from the L1.
It will send 1,440 images of
the sun in a day.
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Anxiety about food pries has likely

eased since December; says Crisil

- The Hindu Bureau
~ NEW DELH]

.i Anxiety about inflation, es-
- pecially about the spikes in

food prices, may have re-
duced among Indians
through December and Ja-
nuary, Crisil said in a re-

-~ search report on Tuesday,

\

citing an unusual yardstick
- Google search trends for
the prices of tomatoes,

- onions and potatoes (TOP).

Contending that web

- search trends for inflation

seem to move in tandem
with the Reserve Bank of

Indi’s inflation expecta:
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tions survey findings, Crisil
economists wrote that

worries about price rise
may have eased since De-

cember with searches for
onion and tomato prices

- dropping. Yet, the overall

Google Trends Index value

based on searches for infla-
tion, was still above 2018-
2021 levels, indicating an-
xiety remains high com-
pared with that period,
they added.

“Though inflation an-
xiety is easing, high and
volatile food prices could
lead to a rise in inflation
anxiety, if the price pres-
sures persist... easing infla-
tion anxiety about TOP
prices and cooling of non-
food inflation has brought
some relief at the end of

the calendar year,” the eco-
NOMISts wrote.

However, edgy vegeta-

—

ble prices, elevated food-
grain inflation and weather

worries were keeping infla-
tion concerns on the boil. |
The repeated flare-ups

were a reminder that as
long as food prices re-
mained high and volatile,
they would continue to in-
fluence headline inflation
and, consequently, mone-

tary policy, they observed.

Crisil however noted
that there could be an ur-

ban bias at play as rural
mobile penetration trailed

l
that of urban areas, and ru- |
ral residents were less like- |

ly to look for prices online.

J

|
|
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[ndian firms took on larger forex |
risk in 2023 banking on RBI support

- Reuters
- MUMBAI

- Indian importers and ex-
- porters left a bigger por-
 tion of their foreign curren-
- cy exposures unhedged in
- 2023, relying on the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
- holding the rupee in a nar-
- TOW range.

Forward contracts pur-

chased by importers to
hedge future foreign cur-
rency payments dropped
14.5% on-year in 2023,
while hedging by exporters
declined 12.5%, according
to Reuters’ calculations
based on data from Clear-
ing Corporation of India.
Forward contracts are
the most commonly used
derivative instruments for

hedging. “For us, the drop
(in forward hedging) has
been bigger, more in the vi-
cinity of 20% to 25%,” a se-
nior FX salesperson at a
private bank said.

“I’s hardly a surprise
that companies, especially
larger ones, see value in
making less use of for-
wards in the current
environment.”

A small part of the hedg-
ing via forwards has been
replaced by options, said
the salesperson, who de-
clined to be named as their
company policy does not
allow media interactions.

[ndia’s total imports and
exports between January
and November 2023 slid
8% and 5%, respectively,
from a year earlier.
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Rapid rise in Web blocking

orders, shows RTIreply

The increase has coincided with a massive uptick in Internet use; Telecom Department seeks

easier portal blocking; the Ministry has not given breakdown of statistics, citing confidentiality

Aroon Deep

NEW DELHI

ebsite blocking
W orders have
grown over a

- 100-fold from 2013 to Oc-

tober 2023, shows a reply
to a Right to Information
(RTI) application filed by
the Bihar-based activist
Kanhaiya Kumar.

Mr. Kumar obtained sta-
tistics on website and on-
line post blocking orders
issued under Section 69A
of the Information Tech-
nology Act, 2000. The Un-
ion government issued 62
such orders in 2013, and in
2023, 6,954 till October.
This comes even as the De-
partment of Telecommuni-
cations (DoT), in Decem-
ber, directed Internet
service providers (ISPs) to
compile Internet Protocol
(IP) addresses of servers in
India, to facilitate blocking
them quickly.

Fall in data prices

The increase in blocking
orders has coincided with
a massive uptick in Inter-
net use, specifically since
mobile data prices fell dra-
matically in 2016. The data
reflect bl ing orders sent
to social media and con-
tent firms for specific pag-
es, profiles and videos. Ho-

Banning websites

The number of URLs blocked under Section 69A has drastically
increased in the past decade, according to a recent RTI response

1,000 7he chart shows the
800 year-wise number of URLs.
) blocked on state orders 6,954
600 |-
wl |
L - )
0 _......_4_-_|_-_.-_|.
2013 2016 2020 2023
(till Oct. 30)
wever, the IT Ministry of India, defence of India,
refused to provide a break- security of the state,

down of these statistics,
citing the confidentiality
clause in the rules.

Most of the webpages
blocked are likely to be in-
dividual posts, videos or
profiles. In 2022, the Union
government said in res-
ponse to a parliamentary
query that 228 websites
were blocked. When other
orders, such as those sent
directly to social media
and online content provid-
ers, are factored in, the
number for that year is
6,775.

Section 69A of the IT
Act allows the Union go-
vernment to block content
online in the “interest of
sovereignty and integrity

friendly relations with fo-
reign states or public order
or for preventing incite-
ment to the commission of
any cognisable offence”.

List of IP addresses
“Location of web/applica-
tion servers need to be
traced on immediate basis
as and when required or in
case they are not comply-
ing with the laws of the
land or they are required
to be blocked as per [court
orders], etc.,” the DoT said
in its December 20 order.
Two persons with expe-
rience in how ISPs are run
said these rules might be
impractical and difficult to
implement. “The scale of

this ask is enormous,” said
Deepak Maheshwari, form-
er secretary at the ISP As-
sociation of India. IP ad-
dresses are often
purchased in bulk by data
centre providers and Web
hosting firms, and these
entities may have corpo-
rate security concerns on
having these IP addresses
declared to ISPs, he said.

Another industry expert
with over a decade of expe-
rience in Internet network-
ing technologies, who did
not want to be named, said
website blocking had be-
come much harder due to
evolutions in the encryp-
tion technologies used by
Web browsers and firms,
increasingly blurring the
level of visibility that Inter-
net providers have on their
users’ activity. “A single IP
address can be linked to
thousands of websites,”
the expert said. “Telecom
operators are just ‘dumb
pipes,”” he added.

Ifr_hg DoT wanted more
convenience in blocking
websites, he suggested,
they would have to collab-
orate with content delivery
networks (CDNs) who ac-
tually distribute much of
the Internet’s content,
such as Amazon Web Ser-
vices, Google Cloud and
Cloudflare.




Nifty 50 earnings may
enter slow lane in (3

Brokerages have cut benchmark index's forward earnings estimates

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA
KRISHNA KANT R L T S ST S —

-

Mumbai, 9 January

{ estimates of brokerages are

anything to go by, there will be

a sharp decline in the earnings

growth of Nifty S50 companies

in October-December 2023 (Q3FY24)

on a year-on-year (Y-o-Y) basis from

strong double-digit growth in the
previous three quarters.

Growth in the combined revenue

e Bt ol o
of India’s top 50 companies, too, i1s o 4 -
expected to remain tepid and is esti-
mated to grow in single digits for the REVENUE GRO‘NTH TI""RD STRAIGHT
third consecutive quarter.. TO REMAIN TEPID QUARTER OF DECLINE
 According lOVAr  picoical erowth in Nifty firms' net  Historical trend in Nifty 50
lous estimates, the . o :
eomliinednet profis sales growth (Y-0-Y change in %) companies net profit (¥ trn)
of the Nifty 50 com-  —Nifty—Nifty-ExBfsl 75 —Nifty—Nifty-Ex BFs| ).
panies are expected =—Nifty ex-cyclicals - —Nifty ex-cyclicals e
to grow 13.3 per cent a— _— o P 7 15
RESULTS Y-o-Y toX.73 trillion —-0 AUAN d ’b" . ~ ..

PRE\"EW in Q3FY24, a sharp _ _3_5

slowdown from the ==
28.6 percent Y-0-Y growth in Q2FY 24

\ 5.0 ,\/_rﬂﬁﬂf,uhf ~“ 077 0°%
and 34.8 percent Y-o-Y growthinthe .

first (April-June) quarter ot 2023-24. Sep 19 Dec '3 -50

This will be the lowest combined
net nrafit far e o = Ty Analysis-based financials of 46 index companies whose estimates are availat
net profit for the Index COMPaniesin - ges- ganis, non-banking finance companies and insurance; cyclicals include BFs|, o1l & pas ang n

the last four gquarters. And. it 1S metalsfirms: Data for previous quarters include HDFC numbers

Sep 19 Dec '23

k‘ik.”.‘i]"*lIt' the low base of last vear >aurce: Lapnaline, Brokerage Estimates, Bloomberg (umpiied by BS Researen Burea
when the combined earnings of the e

sampie had grown by just 3.1 percent  21.81 trillion in September 2023
Y-0-Yto.53 trillion in Q3FY23. The quarter (Q2FY24) and an all-time
index companies in our sample had  high quarterly net profit of 21.85 tril
reported a combined net profit of  lion imn Q4kY23.

A likely slowdown inearnings has
prompted some Brokerages to
the benchmark index's forward earn

EIIL:H i_"‘ﬁilfl.'-ll:.".'. I'J [} f"JHt’ "-.. >

INSURERS EXPECT COMPRESSION IN YET ANOTHER HEALTHY SHOWING LIKELY
PROFIT MARGIN DURING Q3FY24 P6 | FOR CAPITAL GOODS IN DECQTR P3



Hero MotoCorp stake
In Ather capped at 40%

Ather plans PO
by 2024-end

SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
New Delhi, 9 January

The shareholding of Hero
MotoCorp has been capped at
40 per cent in the electric

scooter company Ather
Energy, which the former has
already achieved through

the recent rights issue of

2900 crore.

Any subsequent increase
would require a green signal
from the promoters led by
Tarun Mehta, who is also the
company’s chief executive
officer (CEQ), it is learnt.

The cap has been incorpo-
rated in a private agreement
signed between the two com-
panies. This allays concerns
raised by some stakeholders
that Hero MotoCorp, led by
Pawan Munjal, whose own
foray into electric scooters has
not taken off, may increase 1ts
stake in Ather to a majority In
fresh rounds. and that it can,

OADTO IPO

» Hero MotoCorp's market |
share cap is part of private
agreement with Ather

Promoters expected to
Increase their shareholding
based on certain milestones

. Zerodha founder Nikhil Kamath may increase his
shareholdingin Ather

» Atherwants to brihg forward its IPO

through a secondary sale, and
acquire the company. Under
the plan, Ather Energy promot-
ers, who have around 15-16 pel
cent in the company, can
increase their stake based on
various milestones.

Nikhil Kamath, founder ol
online stock trading plattorm

Zerodha, who has also taken a
stake i Ather, 1s believed to be
willing to bet more in the com-
pany. But existing investors are
not selling rigcht now. A spokes-
person ot Ather declined to
cCominent on the ISSLUE
Hero MotoCorp also declined
O COmmiett.

furm to Page 6 »



Yet another healthy showing

AMRITHA PILLAY

nuany

arnings growth trajectory tor

India’s capital goods firms is

likely to stay buovant for the
December 2023-ended quarter (Q3
FY24), said analysts.

Guidance on margins, ordering
activity in an election year and export-
related demand would be key monito-
rables. Brokerages — Motilal
Oswal, Nuvama, Kotak
Institutional Equities and
Prabhudas Lilladher — esti-
mated revenue growth for
their capital goods universe
1o be 11-16 per cent year-on-
vear (Y-o-Y).

Buoyed by a mix ol
domestic and international
orders, many capital goods
firms in India are currently busy with
multi-vear high order books, a com-
hined worth of at least 28 1rillion, as of
september 2023,

This, according to analysts with
Kotak, is expected to aid Q3 FY24 eamn-
ings.  we expect the execution of all
_;1;'!“;.11 ,'.-_",--a.uf- companies and most

RESULTS
PREVIEW

engineering, procurement and con-
struction (EPC) firms to remain
healthy Y-0-Y, led by strong order book
accretion in the past 5-6 quarters,”
they wrote in a January S note.

Of the expected revenue growth for
the sector, those in the EPC segment
are likely to report higher growth rates.

Analysts with Prabhudas Lilladher
noted that they expect product/con-
sumables companies revenue to grow
by 11.0 per cent and EPC
companies’ revenue 1o surge
19.4 per cent.

On the earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation,
and amortisation (Ebitda)
margins front, analysts with
Motilal Oswal expect a mixed
trend. "We expect EPC com-
panies such as L&T, KEC, and
Kalpataru Projects to witness
a gradual improvement in margins
due to near-completion of the low-
margin legacy projects. We also expect
product companies to pass on the
lower raw material price benefits to the
end users.” For the entire capital goods
universe, Motilal Oswal expects a 30
per cent growth in profit after tax

WHAT'S
EXPECTED

Ilkely for capital goods in 03

Q3FY24 earnings
estimates
(in ¥cr) Change % Change %
Company Net sales 0-0-Q Y-o-Y PAT (inT() 0Q-0-Q Y-o-Y
Larsen & Toubro 5299270 3.9 142 3,417 : (&
Bharat Heavy Electricals EEITN- 44 83 82
Thermax B 240688 L5 175 : Y
ABB India B 289394 52 20 . 4
Siemens 7 N1 R4 43 4
Source: Bloomberg; Compiled by BS Research Bureau
(PAT). The fourth quarter precedes towatch out for, analysts noted. v
India’s general elections this vear, be export market trends
Analysts noted that a kKey monito "Amid fears L global slowd
rable in the post earnings manage- exports are al clear rnisk
ment commentary would be to look pickup ot private capex muay still sex
for signs of pre-election impact on some delay,” said analyst
ordering activity. Other key takeaways  Nuvama



Publiciss

SUCS

of corporate
bond zoom to
four-year high

RECOVERY MODE

Public issues of non-convertible debenture

Amount(in ¥ cr)

FY20 15,068
Y21 10,588 G
FY22

Y23

FY24

iurce: Seb

ANJALI KUMARI

Mumbal, 9 January

Public i1ssues of corporate
bonds this financial vear
rose to a tour-year high owing
o growing enthusiasm
among retatl investors and
the rise in the cost of borrow-
ing from banks, market par-
ncipants said.

As ol November 2023, com-
panies and financial institu-
tions raised 13,742 crore
through public issues of non-
convertible debentures
(NCDs), the highest since 2019-
20, when 5,068 crore was
ralsed, according o the
secunities and - Exchange
Board of lndidi‘u D1) data,

AS 0 November
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Lhe highest amoutil 2,824
crore. Last Nnancial vear, there
weTe Issues ol 29 21 crore
Market participants said
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20000 crore by the end of
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direct watch of Sebi, providing
an added layer of security
Notably, public bond issues
are often backed by collateral,
enhancing the appeal tor risk
CONSCIOUS investors,

The noticeable surge in
demand from retail investors
tor bond instruments has been
attributed  primarily  to
changes in tax laws, affecting
medium-ternm note issuances
and debt mutual funds.

Retail investors and HNIs
are actively seeking alternative
Investment opportunities that
promise returns higher than
traditional avenues like banks

'i"'rh‘l‘ﬁ ol the iISstters who
tap the public market are
with a lower credit rating and
they tind i ditticult Lo garne!
d large amount through pr
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India Seeks new (extiles export

markets amid weak demand’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith demand for
w textiles exports
| turning  slug-

~gish in Europe and the
U.S., India is looking for

mand and unregulated
Imports.

Ms. Shah said demand
for Indian textiles had
waned in the U.S. and Eu-
ropean markets last year
and also this year. “On im-

markets for textiles. She
said FTAs with the U.K. and
some West Asian countries
were also being negotiated,
adding that the Centre’s |
target was to achieve $100
billion in exports by the |

ports, we are monitoring  end of 2030, |

new markets through free major surges,” she said and Citing competitiveness, |

trade agreements (FTAs) added that quglity control  logistical costs and value |

* with countries such as Aus- orders on textile materials  chains that were spread |
tralia and the United Arab would assure quality in the

- Emirates, Union Textiles
Secretary Rachna Shah

Clothed in Issues: Factors such as competitiveness and logistical

products imported and
would curb the import of

out across the country as |
factors affecting exports, |

Ms. Shah said schemes
said here on Tuesday. costs affect exports, says Ms. Shah. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR substandard products, such as PM Mitra and Pro-
' Addressing a press con- | | She added that the  duction Linked Incentives |
 ference, she said the demand and uncontrolled published a series of re- Centre was exploring new (PLI) would help scale up
' Centreis taking stepstoad-  imports in the textiles sec- ports on the problems in

- dress the issues of lack of

tor. The Hindu had recently  the sector due to lack of de-

—— e et

markets besides streng-
thening existing - major

production and addresg |
such issues.
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Mehuli and Rudrankksh

win mixed air rifle gold

China’s Shen and Zhu duo tops the qualification round; however, the Indian stars
bring their ‘A game in the summit clash to clinch the crown

SHOOTING

Sports Bureau

ehuli Ghosh and
M Rudrankksh Patil
combined to help

India to a mixed air rifle
gold, with a 16-10 victory
over China in the Asian
shooting championship in
Jakarta, Indonesia, on
Tuesday.

The Chinese duo of
Shen Yufan and Zhu Ming-
shual had topped qualifica-
tion with 632.3, one point
better than India, but the
combination of World
Champion  Rudrankksh
and World Championship
medallist Mehuli was able
to strike well in the gold
medal match.

Junior air rifle shooters
Isha Taksale and Umama
hesh  Maddineni  also
bagged the gold, boosting
India’s gold collection, fol
lowing four gold medals on
the opening day.

The second Indian team
of Anvii Rathod and Abhi
nav Shaw beat one of the
Indonesian teams for the
bronze as well. The other
Indonesian pair won an au-
tomatic bronze as the field
had only five teams.

However, the Indian

mixed air pistol team of

Rhythm Sangwan and Ar-

jun Singh Cheema was bea-

ten 17-11 by Vietnam.

The main focus of the
teams would be to secure
Olympic quota places for
the Paris Games. India has
won two through Varun
Tomar and Esha Singh on
the opening day in air pis-
tol. Having won all possible
eight Olympic quota alrea-
dy in rifle, India will look to
add to its Olympic quota
from rapid fire pistol and
sports pistol.

The results: Mixed air rifle: 1.
India (Mehuli Ghosh, Rudrankksh
Patil) 16 (631.3); 2. China (Shen
Yufan, Zhu Mingshuai) 10 (632.3):
3. Korea 16 (630.9), 4. Singapore
12 (629.0); 3. Iran 17 (628.4), 4.
Kazakhstan 13 (630.0).

Mixed air rifle juniors: 1 India
lIsha Taksale, Umamahesh
Maddinem) 17 (627.0); 2. China
(Chu Ziqing, Pan Bowen) 11
(627.1); 3. India-2 (Anvii Rathod
Abhinav Shaw) 16 (626.6) 4
Indonesia (Masayyu Fadillah,
Paskalis Saverno) 2 (618 4), 3
Indonesia 2 (621 3

Mixed air pistol: | Vietiian (1hy
vinh Trinh, Quang Huy Pham) 17
1980, 2 India (Rhythm Sangwan,
Arjun Singh Cheema) 11 (582): 3
Korea 16 (580); 4. Mongolia 10
\574); 3. Pakistan 16 (577): 4
Kazakhstan B (573)

All smiles: Mehuli and Rudrankkeh

medals. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

wWith the mimxed air ritle «



East Bengal edges Hyderabad, Bagan downs Sreenidi

" "H"

SUPER CUP

Sports Bureau
BHUBANESWAR

Cleiton Silva struck twice
to help East Bengal notch
up a hard-fought 3-2 win
against Hyvderabad FC In
the opening  group-A
match of the Kalinga Super
Cup at the Kalinga Stadium
on Tuesday. Cleiton scored
the first two goals for East
Bengal but Hvderabad
managed to  equalise
through Ramhlunchhunga
and Nim Dorjee Tamang,
who scored from a penalty.
Saul Crespo then came up
with a late winner for East
Beggal.

M e
K %

Later, the ISL. champion
Mohun Bagan SG returned
to winning ways by down-
ing I-League side Sreenidi
Deccan FC 2-1 in the se-
cond group-A  league
match.

Sreenidi Deccan took
the lead around the half-
hour mark through Wil-
liam de Oliviera. Jason
Cummings equalised for
Mohun Bagan before Ar-
mando Sadiku found the
winner in the 71st minute.

The results: Group A: East
Bengal FC 3 (Cleiton Silva 33, 54,
Saul Crespo 80) bt Hyderabad FC
2 (Ramhlunchhunga 45, Nim
Dorjee Tamang 79-pen); Mohun
Bagan SG 2 (Cummings 39,
Sadiku 71) bt Sreemidi Deccan FC
1 (De Oliviera 29) {

Midfield action: East Bengal's Souvik tries tp work his way past the H,
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Australia win 3rd T20i

NAVI MUMBAI, DHNS

ustralia Women skipper

Alyssa Healy saved her

vest for the last to hand
India a crushing seven-wicket
defeat in the third and final
T20lasthevisitorsbagged the
series 2-1 here on Tuesday.

Healy opted to field after
callingitcorrect,and the bowl-
ers responded to her decision
to keep India to a modest 147
for six.

The stylish batter then re-
turned to crack a 55 off 38 balls
laced with nine fours and a six
to lead Australia’s march to a
series win, and as for India this
was their fourth consecutive
1201 series loss at home since
sSeptember 2019.

India have succumbed to
South Africa, Australia and
England in this interin.

Onslaught

Chasing 148, Australia raced
(0 85 for one at halfway mark
courtesy Healy's onslaught and

to clinch series 2-1

Alyssa Healy
Beth Mooney’s 52 not out (45
balls, 5x4s).

A nearly-packed houseatthe
DY Patil Stadium was left dis-
appointed when Indian players
failed to bring forth a collective
performance — like they did in
the first game.

Pooja Vastrakar dismissed
Tahlia McGrath (20) and El-
lyse Perry on consecutive balls
in the 16th over to create some
excitement, but Mooney and
Phoebe Litchfield (17 not out)
took Austraha over the line.
Brief scores. Incdia 147/6 1n 20 overs
(Richa Ghosh 34, Shafali Verma 26,
smritt Mandhana 29, Annabel Suth
erland 2-12, Georgia Wareham 2 24)
ILto Australia 149/31n 18 4 overs

(Alyssa Healy 55 Beth Mooney 51
N0, POOJa Vastrakar 2 26)
Result Austraha won by 7 wkis, Se

ries Avstialiawon 2 1. POM Annabel
Sutherland. PoS Alyssa Healy




Sindhu set for Asian Team meet

NEW DELHI, PTI

ecovering from a knee
injury, double Olympic
1edallist PV Sindhu will
return to action at the Asian
Team Championships as she
was on Tuesday named in the
Indian squad for the presti-
£10US tournament.

Sindhu, who suffered a knee
injury at the French Open last
year and has been out of ac-
ton since, and World No. 8
HS Prannoy will spearhead
a strong Indian squad at the
continental championships
slated to be held in Shah Alam,
Malaysia from February 13-19.

The team event will be im-
portant for Indian shuttlers
to gain valuable qualification
points in the Race to Paris
Olympic qualification.

Besides Sindhu, the 16-year-
old senior national champion
Anmol Kharb, Asia Junior
Championships medallist
Tanvi Sharma and Ashmita
Chaliha have been named in

PV Sindhu

the women's singles category.
While Prannoy willlead the
men's team, Lakshya Sen and
Kidambi Srikanth were also
named in the squad.
Lakshyahasanotherreason
to celebrate as his elder broth-
er Chirag will also be there in
the team, rewarded for his ti-
tle-winning run at the Senior

National Championships in
Guwahati last month.

Treesa Jolly-Gayatri Go-
pichand, who helped the
Indian team clinch a histor-
ic bronze medal last year at
the Badminton Asia Mixed
Team Championships 2023
in Dubai, will contest in wom-
en'sdoubles.

The remaining two pairs
include Guwahati Masters
champions Ashwini Ponnap-
pa-Tanisha Crasto alongside
reigning senior national
champions Priya Devi Kon-
jengbam-Shruti Mishra.

Having won six titles in
2023 Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy-Chirag Shetty will shoulder
the men’sdoubles responsibil-
ity.

India squad: Men: Prannoy HS, Lakshya
sen. Kidambi Srikanth, Chirag Sen
Satwiksaira Rankireddy Chirag Shetty
Dhruv Kapila, M R Arjun. Sura; Coala
Pruthvi Roy

Women: PV Sindhu, Anmol Kharb. Tanv!
Sharma, Ashmita Chaliha Treesa Jolly
Gayatri Gopichand, Ashwini Ponnappa

Tamisha Crasto, Priya Devi Konjengbarr
Shruti Mishra

Srikanth shocks Christie
India’s Kidambi Srikanth pro-
gressed to the second round
of Malaysia Open Super 1000
badminton tournament with
a come-from-behind win over
world number 5 Indonesian
Jonatan Christie here on
Tuesday.

The 30-vear-old notched up
a stunning 12-21, 21-18, 21-16
win over sixth seed Christie in
the opening round match that
lasted an hour and five minute.

The former world no. 1 will
face Hong Kong's NG Ka Long
Angus next.

The women’s doubles pair
of Tanisha Crasto and Ashwi
ni Ponnappa advanced to the
second round after beatiny
the American pair of Fran
cesca Corbette and Allison
Lee 21-13, 21-16 in the open-
Ing round.

The Indian pair takes on
the seventh-seeded Japanese
duo of Mayu Matsumoto and
Wakana Nagaharain the next
round.
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